
HALTER EQUIPMENT 

3312. Entries shall be led into the ring in a halter, or a bridle may be used in Pleasure Type division 
classes. Quarter boots, blinders or other appliances including brace are prohibited.  

A. For the purposes of this rule, the term “halter equipment” shall include the use of a safety lead or lip 
cord in halter/color classes.  

1) Safety lead is defined as a soft/flexible nonabrasive protective leather/leather-like covered chain with 
links having a gauge of at least 4.0 mm that has an unsecured keeper with at least 3/4 inches of the lead 
outside of the halter before attachment of keeper.  

2) Lip cord is defined as a round smooth soft/ flexible nonabrasive cotton polyblend cord with a dense 
core no smaller than 3/8 inches that has an unsecured keeper with at least 3/4 inches of the lead 
outside of the halter before attachment of keeper.  

3) The lip cord described above may not contain internal or external metal.  

4) The safety lead described above cannot be rawhide, suede or roughout, cannot contain external 
metal and all seams must be turned inside. Further, the protective leather/leather-like covering shall 
extend up the side of the lead to the base of the snap that attaches to the side of the halter and be 
clearly visible on the side of the keeper.  

5) Other than described above, no additional substances or materials may be added to a safety lead or 
lip cord.  

6) The safety lead or lip cord may only be applied over gum and not through mouth.  

B. Stallions 1 year of age and older may be shown with a safety lead or lip cord defined above in open 
and amateur divisions; mares and geldings 1 year of age and older may be shown with a safety lead or 
lip cord defined above in open, amateur and youth divisions; lip chains of any other type are prohibited; 
all other leads that do not meet the definition of an allowed safety lead or lip cord are prohibited. 

C. The following horses may not be allowed to be shown with a safety lead or lip cord:  

1) weanlings  

2) any horse shown in a performance halter class: and  

3) any horse shown in a ranch horse conformation class.  

E. Applying excessive pressure on or excessive jerking of an allowed safety lead or lip cord is prohibited. 
Safety leads and lip cords and their application to the gum area will be inspected during the judging 
process. Excessive wear, rough or sharp edges around the protective cover of the safety lead or lip cord 
is prohibited; any raw area or abrasions of the gum area is grounds for disqualification. 

3325. Prohibited Equipment 

I. Unprotected lip chains, for halter/color classes.  

 


