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Proposed Rule: NEW

Recommendation for change:
| am recommending an ADDITION to the judges rules under section:
REQUIREMENTS TO MAINTAIN JUDGING STATUS

The new rule shall read:

2030. A judge not holding a current PHBA card but holding a card with and in
current good standing with AQHA and/or APHA may receive a variance to judge
an APA show once each calendar year and each APA may apply for one
variance each calendar year.

{side note: there should be NO monetary amount taxed to the individual judge
NOR should they be required to be a member of PHBA)

Justification for change and impact thereof:

My clients and | showed at these APA’s in 2024:

*Indiana (twice)

*Minnesota (twice)

*lowa (twice)

*Missouri

*The World Show

*Kansas (show was in Nebraska)

*Mississippi

At each of these shows, we met judges that had previously judged at one of the
shows listed above... including a judge that had been at the World Show {after
the world show}. We have spent thousands and thousands of dollars supporting
these APS’s not to mention the World Show. There is no way that a non-biased
opinion can be offered when the judge has previously seen the horse/exhibitor
multiple times. There are a number of judges that we presented to that had also
been at THREE DIFFERENT SHOWS in the midwest! | understand the notion of
hiring some judges that can split hotel rooms or travel together. A decision
needs to be made: if you keep hiring the same judges {because the judging pool
is very narrow} due to the cost for the APA, then you will see some that will not
continue to support that APA. ORRR do we widen the pool to offer the
exhibitors new/fresh opinions because the AQHA/APHA pool of judges is far
larger than those holding a PHBA card.

We are losing exhibitors, horses, and entries! Is this the only reason we are
losing numbers? No, but it is having a big impact on my group (for one) and our
desire to spend the money in 2025 to show the weekend shows.

The only two classes that vary from the AQHA or APHA judges requirements
would be COLOR and HUNTER IN HAND. I’'ve personally watched the judges at
the world show walk around with a gold coin.... Give the AQHA/APHA judge a




gold coin! And hunter in hand is just a halter class for hunt seat horses which
shouldn’t be a problem to judge, in my opinion.




